
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HEALING MINISTRY by Father Robbie Low 
Talk 2 
 
Mark 8: 22-26, Mark 10: 46-end 
 
Today I want to look at two separate healings by Jesus of essentially the same 

infirmity. In the first we are not told the man’s name whereas in the second we 

encounter Bartimaeus. 

 

The anonymous man first: Jesus is in Bethsaida, the home town, according to St 

John, of Philip, Peter and his brother Andrew. We know little of Bethsaida today. 

It was wiped from the map in the AD 70 revolt which saw the Roman legionaries 

go on to sack Jerusalem and storm the last redoubt at Masada. We know that 

Jesus reserved special criticism for some of these Galilee-side towns that refused 

to repent and believe in Him. So we are not sure if the people of this story bring 

the blind man to Jesus as an act of compassion or as a test. We do know that, in 

the wake of the healing, the man is commanded to go home and not, under any 

circumstances, go back to the village. Indeed Jesus is very keen to take the man 

away from his promoters and be on his own with him. He leads him by the hand.  

Be warned…this is a very physical miracle. We are nervous of the physical 

because of the plague but we were nervous of the physical before that because 

of the threat of being accused of abuse. So Jesus holds his hand. Then Jesus 

does something extraordinary and, at first glance, repulsive. He spits on the 

man’s blind eyes. He then lays hands on him. This second action is more familiar 

and acceptable. Jesus then asks him if he can see and receives this memorable 

answer. ‘I can see men but they look like trees walking.’ In other words the vision 

is coming but remains blurred. Then Jesus lays hands on his eyes and the mist 

clears and he can see clearly. 

 

What do we learn from this? Jesus Himself learns….by the time he gets to cure 

the man at the Pool of Siloam Jesus is using spit and clay mixed on the blind. 



So it is reassuring to know that the Lord Himself learns from practice.                           

It is also reassuring to witness a partial healing. Very often in healing ministry 

there is progress but no immediate final change- healing can be a process rather 

than an event. We are encouraged to keep on praying the power of Christ into the 

situation.  

 

And though we are not encouraged to spit on the sick, we might note that we are 

not to be nervous of physicality where the Lord directs. Mostly, thank God, this is 

restricted to the laying on of hands. 

  

(If you want an absolute shocker of physical healing see Elijah in I Kings 17 

where he raises the boy from the dead by lying on him face to face, mouth to 

mouth, hand to hand. This is not recommended practice but it does underline the 

use of the physical in extreme situations.) 

 

Good practice today accepts the laying on of hands – we must not be afraid of 

physicality but simply be very disciplined in our use of it. 

 

The second healing of the blind is in Mark 10 with Bartimaeus. Jesus is leaving 

Jericho and the crowds are in attendance. Hearing that Jesus is there Bartimaeus                 

cries out persistently for His attention. And he calls Jesus by His royal title, ‘Son 

of David’. Bartimaeus knows who Jesus really is and is grasping his one shot at 

salvation. Interestingly the crowd try to shut him up and discourage him. This is at 

first puzzling. One clue may be in the name. Simply translated as Son of Talmai, 

an unnecessary note, it can, if drawn from a Hebrew root word mean,   ‘Son of 

the unclean’. This would more readily account for the crowd’s hostility and 

marginalisation of Bartimaeus. 

  

And here Jesus responds. Call him, he commands. Note how the attitude of the 

crowd changes. The cries of ‘Shut up, you mouldering dungheap’, change to,        

‘Cheer up old friend, Jesus is calling you.’  

 

Jesus, not the social attitude of the crowd, decides whom He will heal.                         

Similarly we, in healing ministry, are not the arbiters of God’s mercy but rather its 

channels. We are not there to judge the worthiness of any recipient but rather 



simply to bring them to Jesus. Like the crowd in Jericho, we may think that there 

are far more worthy recipients of Jesus’ mercy than the Bartimaeus, on our 

roadside but it is not our call. And we dare not get in the way of those who seek 

the saving power of Christ. 

  

The upshot is that Christ asks the beggar what he wants – we are all beggars at 

His banquet - and he asks for the restoration of his sight, his lost vision.                            

Jesus declares that Bart’s faith has made him whole and commands him to go his 

way. Now restored, that ‘way’ turns out to be to follow Jesus.                                   

Such is the response of the blind man who, at last, can truly see.  

 

Those in whom Christ’s healing is manifested become natural followers of the 

Gospel road – whatever their social status or history before encountering the Son 

of David on the road to Jerusalem and the supreme sacrifice for Man. 

 


