
 

             

 

 

 

 

MEDITATIONS FOR LENT by Father Robbie Low 
 
FIRST WEEK OF LENT – TUESDAY       Isaiah 55: 10-11 
 
‘God’s word does not return to Him empty’ 

A little sentence, tucked away in the back of Isaiah but with stunning import.                          

Before we dismiss (surely not) Isaiah’s sentiment here as simply wishful thinking, 

we might remind ourselves as to the very meaning of the ‘word’ in this context. 

The Word, of which Isaiah writes, is the very word which, issuing forth from the 

mouth of God in the story of the Genesis, brings all things into being. The Word 

creates ex nihilo, out of nothing. It is the dynamic force behind and within all 

creation, without which or withdrawn, all things come to an end and cease to be. 

The Word is the quintessential godhead manifesting His power. 

The Word, of which Isaiah writes, is the very word which is expressed in human 

words of understanding in the Holy Scripture. It is the outline of the outworking of 

salvation history. 

The Word, of which Isaiah writes, is the very Word which, at the will and mercy of 

God, manifests Himself in Man in the Person of Jesus Christ. The Word which 

made Man, Adam, that sticky melange of blood and clay, now remakes Man in 

the original image of the Divine and gives hope of eternity to the mortal and the 

fallen. 

When Isaiah writes that, just as the rain waters the soil and enables fruitfulness 

so God’s creative, redemptive and restorative and empowering Word will achieve 

its end and aim.  

This is the Word we reverence. This is the Word we hear. This is the Word that 

resonates at the core of our being. This is the Word by whom all things were 

created and by whom all may be restored. 

At the beginning of the Mass we kiss the altar where that Word will be offered. At 

the lection, where we hear the Word Incarnate’s salvation story, we kiss the book. 

At the kiss of peace we recognise the work of the same Word, enlivening and 

uniting the faithful in their solemn and joyful task to take the mystery of the Mass, 

the Word which is Christ, out into the world.  

Spiritual exercise: Read John Ch 1 v 1 -14 


