
 

             

 

 

 

 

MEDITATIONS FOR LENT by Father Robbie Low 
 
FIRST WEEK OF LENT – THURSDAY       Esther 4: 17f 
 
There’s quite a lot going on in the Book of Esther, to put it mildly. We enter the 

scene of today’s reading as Esther prays to have the courage to confront 

Ahasuerus with a request to overturn his mandate to solve ‘the Jewish Problem’.      

A little background.  

 

Ahasuerus is ruler of Persia and of 127 provinces from India to Ethiopia.                   

His first wife of wives, the legendary beauty, Vashti, was sacked for humiliating 

him. She refused to show up at his great party and be paraded in front of the well-

oiled blokes. His second wife, chosen again for her beauty, was Esther - an 

orphan Jewess who was brought up by her uncle, Mordecai, one of the exiles. 

She is there at the time of a revival of that ancient manifestation of evil, a rise in 

anti-semitism. Haman, a descendant of the ancient enemies of Israel, the 

Amalekites, and recently promoted right hand man of Ahasuerus, bids for a ‘final 

solution’ to the Jews. Esther is raised up for just such a time as this, to intercede 

for her people. You can read the rest yourself but suffice it to say that, unlike the 

other son of Amalek, Adolf Hitler, Haman did not get his way and the subsequent 

reversal of fortunes is celebrated in Synagogue every year on the Feast of Purim. 

 

But today we meet Esther in fear and trembling at the magnitude of her task. She 

knows that she can only approach her husband with his permission. If she takes 

an initiative and he rejects her she could be executed for her unauthorised 

usurpation of his authority. Vashti, the first wife, was fortunate to get away with 

being sacked. Esther could become the first victim of the planned pogrom. 

Ahasuerus’ authority is, what one of my feisty daughters-in-law would refer to as 

an example of ‘toxic masculinity’. I don’t dispute that – though I would add that 

there are plenty of examples of ‘toxic feminism’ too. Her jokey by-line with me is 

‘Smash the Patriarchy’.  

 



Where men use or abuse power to wrongfully intimidate, demean or 

disenfranchise the voice of their womenfolk that is not part of the Gospel. Where 

women are reduced to sexual objects, accorded inferior status or denied 

opportunity commensurate with their co-equal humanity – made in the image of 

God, that is not Gospel either. 

 

Patriarchy is not there as a weapon to enforce submission. It is to be seen and 

enfleshed as a reflection of the Fatherhood of God. That is to say that the 

authority granted man by the Holy Scripture, the Word of God, is not a mandate 

for tyranny. A godly man does not tell his wife to ‘jump’ and expect her only 

question to be, ‘How high?’ 

 

If we are to reflect the fatherhood of God then the Patriarchy, in all its glory, is to 

exhibit that divine love which defends, surrounds, enables, encourages and 

provides for the development of the gifts and talents of the mother and family.          

Detached from such priority it can indeed become perverse and destructive. But 

at its most profound is the foundation of secure and fulfilled family life, community 

cohesion and international peace. It is, after all, to this Supreme Patriarch that we 

pray the ‘Our Father’. It is from this all-powerful Patriarch that we learn, in Christ, 

the meaning and magnificence of the Servant King. True Patriarchy, an 

unshakeable heart of love for those whom we are given to love and serve in this 

life, would surely see our womenfolk rejoice that they were given such men as 

these. 

 

Properly exercised under God – put it on your t shirts gentlemen –                                             

THE PATRIARCHY IS SMASHING. 

 

Spiritual exercise:                                                                                                         

Men - what sort of patriarchy do you represent?  

Women - what do you do to encourage your menfolk to get it right?  

 


