
 

             

 

 

 

Advent meditation 7 by Father Robbie Low 

 

ADVENT  VII 

ABRAHAM II 

 

Genesis 22 

‘Take your son, your only son…..’ 

A dear and much respected priest friend of mine told me once that he 

could hardly bear to read this story. God has done the ‘impossible’ and 

granted Abraham and Sara the long desired son, the miracle of miracles, 

the gift beyond all expectation and all telling. Now He wants to take 

Isaac, the gift of laughter, back. Sacrificed. Immolated. Surrendered to 

the will of God. 

We can only imagine the torment of Abraham’s heart. The father who 

must offer up his only son. We watch in growing horror as the innocent 

boy asks ‘where is the sacrifice?’ We reel in recognition as we see the 

only son carrying the wood of the sacrifice on his shoulder. We halt 

before the terrible recognition that Mount Moriah is to be the place where 

the son of Man is to be sacrificed  to God.                                                                                                                                                       

To Abraham, in his agony, it is beyond puzzlement. It is the pagans who 

sacrifice their children NOT the worshippers of the one true God.                                                                                                                                  

Abraham plods on, broken hearted but faithful, everything offered to the 

One who is the origin and end of all things. The Lord gives and the Lord 

takes away. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. 

With the death of Isaac on Moriah the history of salvation would have 

ground to a halt. 



The child tied to the wood of the sacrifice, the knife raised to slaughter, 

the obedience proved beyond peradventure  - the Angel of the Lord 

intervenes.  Another sacrifice is found. The heart of the chosen has 

proved faithful beyond all things.  

Two millennia later, in the place where God spared the son of Man, Man 

will not spare the Son of God. In the land of Moriah, on that same 

Jerusalem hilltop, the Son will carry the wood of His offering and 

become the Lamb of God, slain for the sins of the world. Accept no 

substitute. 

The terror of the story gives us an insight into the heart of God. His 

mercy incomprehensible,  His love prodigal, the lengths to which He will 

go to save us frankly astonishing. 

The New Testament is hidden in the Old. The Old Testament fulfilled in 

the New. 

 

Spiritual exercise:  

Think of the most precious gift that God has given you in this life and 

prepare to have it taken away from you, the life ended, the gift taken 

back, the hope of the future destroyed. Then see the Lamb offered in our 

place, the sacrifice which will restore all things God has promised. Pledge 

yourself to the one true holy and immortal sacrifice at the Mass and 

obedience to His call. 

Pray one decade of the Rosary on the Crucifixion 
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