
 

             

 

 

 

Advent meditation 6 by Father Robbie Low 

 

ADVENT  VI 

ABRAHAM I 

 

Genesis 12 v 1 - 3 

‘Old men ought to be explorers                                                                                                                                  

Here and there does not matter                                                                                                                                 

We must be still and still moving Into another intensity For a further 

union, a deeper communion .’         East Coker T S Eliot 

It is a sobering reflection that the great journeyings of  Abraham did not 

begin until he was five years older than me. The obedient pilgrimage of 

this old man and his wife and household, which were to change the 

course of human history and lay the foundations of the three great 

monotheistic religions, began in a response to call.                                                                                                                             

The call of God to one man, ‘and him as good as dead’, leads him to 

wander from the security of home, through the land which, one day, will 

be for his descendants.                                                                                                                  

He must pass through the most rigorous tests ever set to a man.                                                                            

He will negotiate with God for the lives of the sinful in the Cities of the 

Plain and walk away from their utter destruction unharmed.                                                                                                                        

He will serve time in Egypt in the strangest of arrangements.                                                                                  

He will win battles against the ungodly, rescue his cousin, Lot, and meet 

and defer to the archetype of priesthood, the bearer of bread and wine, 

Melchisedek.                                                                               



 He will encounter the Angels of the Presence at the Oaks of Mamre and 

be promised a son by his barren wife, Sara. She laughed – as well she 

might – an, when the gift came, they named him, ‘Laughter’ – Isaac.                                                                                                                                                            

He will stand under strange skies and hear the unbelievable promise that 

his descendants will be more in number than the stars of a bejewelled 

desert night and that, through him, all the nations of the earth will be 

blessed.                                                                                                                                             

What marks Abraham out is his dogged faithfulness.                                                                                              

The Call came and he answered. However preposterous the promises of 

God may have seemed, however events conspire to undermine his hope, 

nothing and no-one makes him turn back. In the evening of his life, in the 

most unlikely of circumstances and against seemingly impossible odds, 

Abraham trusted in the providence of God and became one of the great 

building blocks in the plan and history of the salvation of Man. 

Spiritual exercise:  Genesis 15 v 5 – 6 

Read the verses. Go out and stand under the night sky.                                                                          

Remember what God has promised to you and what you have promised to 

God. Thank Him for His promises and rejoice in His Providence. 
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