
 

             

 

 

 

Advent meditation 20 by Father Robbie Low 

 

ADVENT XX 

RUTH 

The little book of Ruth is, at once, a love story, a story of fidelity, a story 

of loss and restoration, a tale of the origin of dynasties, a reflection on the 

problem and opportunity of race and a critical piece of the jigsaw puzzle 

of the story of the Messiah. This is a big claim for five brief pages.                                                                  

The story is simple. The family of Naomi and her husband go refugee 

into Moab to avoid the famine. Her sons marry local girls and settle there. 

Tragically Naomi’s husband dies and so, within a decade, do her sons. 

Naomi prepares to return to her homeland and frees her daughters-in-law 

of any obligation to her. Ruth is having none of it.                                                             

‘Where you go….I go. Where you live…..I live. Your people shall be my 

people.  God shall be my God. Where you die….I will die’. Thus they 

return. 

Poor, they glean in the fields of Boaz, a wealthy family member who 

‘notices’ Ruth. It’s a lovely story. I will leave you to re-read it. Of itself it 

is doubtful if it would have made the Canonical cut as essential Scripture 

but the key to its survival and importance is in the punchline. It is not, 

‘Reader, she married him’ but …. ‘they had a son and called him Obed 

who was the father of Jesse who was the father of David’.  

In short, Ruth was the great grandma of King David. The bloodline of the 

great king, the once and future king, the dynasty that will last forever and 

issue, in the fullness of time, in the Messiah is mingled with and flows 



from a foreign convert whose driving force was faithfulness and love.                                                

The little Book of Ruth then is a key and early clue to the universality of 

the Gospel and the reconciliation of the Gentiles. Another indicator of the 

inclusive exclusivity of the People of God and the fulfilment of the 

promise to Abraham that, through him, all the nations will be blessed. 

The Messiah is of the Jews but not just for the Jews. In Ruth, the outsider 

figures early in God’s salvation plan. 

Spiritual exercise: Think of someone you know who is a sympathetic 

outsider.   Target them with your love and prayers and make them 

welcome. 
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