
 

             

 

 

 

Advent meditation 18 by Father Robbie Low 

 

ADVENT XVIII 

EZEKIEL 

There are few stranger characters in Scripture than this great prophet of 

the exile. From his extraordinary visions to his bizarre symbolic gestures, 

Ezekiel is a stand- out, stand- alone eccentric. His ministry to the exilic 

community is at the heart of all he does.                                                                                               

The first exile of the ten Northern tribes of Israel into the maw of the 

great Assyrian empire, 150 years earlier, saw them disappear from 

history. Why should it be any different for the little rump kingdom of 

Judah, swept away by the might of Babylon and far from home?                                            

Jeremiah’s warning had gone unheeded and Jerusalem fell. But Jeremiah 

also prophesied revival, renewal and return. This was part of Ezekiel’s 

task, against all the odds, to encourage, exhort, warn and restore the 

kingdom.                                                                                            

Perhaps the most famous prophecy of this tortured eccentric is in Chapter 

37, the Valley of the Dry Bones. (You will know the song).                                  

The People of God are compared to a dessicated skeleton, its constituent 

parts scattered in the unforgiving desert.  The question God asks is, ‘Can 

these bones live?’ Human logic says, ‘NO’. But, in their turning back to 

God and reforming in exile, the Jews are reborn. Ezekiel sees the bones 

reconnect, flesh restored to the frame and God breathe life into the 

resurrected frame. It is a new creation – a profound miracle. Ezekiel 

preaches the impossible – yet with God it becomes reality. We look at our 

own culture, decadent, ‘post-Christian’, deaf to the warnings of 



destruction and exile and may be tempted to despair and not say what 

needs saying – i.e. The Word of the Lord.                                                                         

And to that temptation to infidelity Ezekiel also speaks in Chapter 33. We 

are to be watchmen. If we warn against wickedness then the wicked will 

be responsible for their own fate. If we fail to speak the warning then God 

will hold us responsible. Only by speaking up for God, Ezekiel tells us, 

will we save our own souls. There are few more terrifying injunctions in 

Scripture than the reminder of our solemn duty to God and to the lost. 

Spiritual exercise: Consider the cost of our silence about God. The souls 

who are lost and the guilt we will bear for our silence. 
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