
 

             

 

 

 

Advent meditation 17 by Father Robbie Low 

 

ADVENT XVII 

JEREMIAH II 

 

Before most of us knew the actual circumstances of the great prophet or 

flicked through a single page of his great book, we would have known his 

name as a byword for gloom and misery. And Jeremiah had a lot to be 

miserable about. Living at the end of all he knew, the little rump kingdom 

of Judah surrounded on all sides by warring empires, her people deeply 

into multi-culturalism and religious synthesis, Jeremiah was called to call 

the people back to God.  He was deeply conscious of his inadequacy and 

the immensity of the task. He pleads with God, as most genuine servants 

of the Lord do, that he is not ‘up to it’. But, unlike, Jonah, he does not run 

away. He accepts the burden and the cost of faithful witness, which is 

considerable. He becomes a social pariah.  He is considered a 

collaborator for his political advice – which is, in truth, God’s Word. He 

is imprisoned. He is flung into an empty well to die. His enemies seek his 

mortal end. He is obliged to watch his prophecies come true. His own 

impenitent people defeated, the city razed to the ground by the barbarian 

armies, the Temple destroyed and his own life to end in lonely exile.                                

Jeremiah’s message – he is not a very good speaker, he protests, - is that 

of repentance and renewal. For all the disaster that is brewing on the 

border and will be shortly unleashed upon the nation, Jeremiah passes on 

the Lord’s Word of hope and futurity. Purified in exile, penitent away 

from all they ever knew, refreshed by the renewed bathing in God’s 



Word, regrouping  as the people of God, eager to return and rebuild the 

kingdom and the Temple, the exile will end in the return to the land. The 

people, generations on, will be reconstituted. The line will be restored, 

the miracle will be accomplished. The story of salvation will be kept 

intact against all human odds and prospects. The cost to Jeremiah is 

immense. The lesson is severe. The abandonment of God leads to 

judgement – personally and nationally. The true prophet is called to tell 

the truth. That truth is one of judgement, however reluctant we are to 

articulate it. BUT…..                It is also one of mercy and hope for those 

who repent and return to the Lord. 

Spiritual exercise: We are too often afraid to speak of God to others. 

Make a commitment that you will seek opportunities  to witness and the 

courage to take them. 
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