
 

             

 

 

 

Advent meditation 16 by Father Robbie Low 

 

ADVENT XVI 

JEREMIAH I 

 

The history of the People of God is neither straightforward nor pretty. 

Too often all the gifts of God are rejected by a people who are hell-bent 

on a return to paganism, the idolatry of the self and the pursuit of 

materialism. Already, long before the time of Jeremiah, more than half 

the kingdom has disappeared.  (A little history: The successor of 

Solomon,  Rehoboam, an arrogant and foolish clown of a king, had so 

provoked the people that there was a rebellion, ten tribes of the north 

breaking away to form Israel. Two tribes remaining loyal to Jerusalem 

and the Davidic line – the southern kingdom of Judah.                          

Between 740 and 722 BC the brutal Assyrian empire successively wore 

down, defeated and destroyed the Northern Kingdom, which had largely 

apostasised, and exiled tens of thousands of the key players. There was to 

be no return.   Jeremiah, known as the ‘weeping prophet’, was given the 

unenviable task of preaching the same news to little remnant Judah. 

‘Repent and return to God or you too will be swept away.) 

Jeremiah emerges onto the scene in the following century (650-570BC). 

His message is unpalatable, he is forbidden to preach, plots are made 

against his life, he is imprisoned without trial. His extraordinary virtue in 

preaching repentance to an impenitent nation is castigated as treachery. 

But he understands, because of the revelation of God’s Word to him, that 

the only hope of Judah is to surrender and go into exile and be rebuilt and 



restored to God. The miracle is that this is not only what happens but that, 

by the providence of God and the faithfulness of God’s covenant with 

Judah and the line of David, that, purged , purified and restored, the 

exiles will, after a generation of 70 years, return to the Land of Promise.  

The book of Jeremiah is a lasting testimony to the wisdom of God, the 

courage of the prophet, the extraordinary outcome of the faith in the most 

unpromising circumstances and the inevitable fulfilment of God’s Word. 

In the fullness of time, God raises up a pagan ruler to defeat the 

Babylonians and, against all the odds, set the exiles free to return home. 

Unlike the ten lost tribes of the northern kingdom, the remnant of Judah 

lives on. There is no other historical equivalent of a conquered and exiled 

people being freed, returned and remaining a coherent and identifiable 

nation in the whole of human history. Jeremiah, the bearer of terrible 

news is also the bearer of hope beyond the disaster of conquest and exile. 

The purposes of God are never defeated. The Messianic thread is strained 

but unbroken. 

Spiritual exercise: Pray for the persecuted church and review your 

almsgiving to make sure they are supported. 
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