
 

             

 

 

 

Advent meditation 15 by Father Robbie Low 

 

ADVENT XV 

ISAIAH 60 

 

‘Arise, shine, for your light has come. The glory of the Lord is rising on 

you… 

The nations come to your light and kings to the brightness of your rising.’ 

Throughout the history of the Faith there is a tension between the 

‘includers’ and the ‘excluders’. In order to be faithful we need to 

understand how both have their place in the divine economy of salvation.                                                           

God has raised up a peculiar people, ‘a chosen race’, ‘a royal priesthood’.             

This people finds its origin in the patriarch, Abraham – God’s ‘start all 

over again’ man after the wreckage and hubris of Babel. He and his 

successors are to keep the true Faith. But Scripture also says that 

Abraham and his successors will be a blessing to all mankind – ‘all the 

tribes of the earth will be blessed because of you.’ (Gen. 12)                                                                                                   

In order to fulfil God’s holy will and calling the Hebrews cannot mingle 

with the pagans nor worship their hideous gods. The Hebrews are 

necessarily an ‘exclusive people’. Whenever they drift into worldliness 

they deny their vocation and their kingdom comes crashing down. (see 

most of the Old Testament). However, if they do not reach out to the 

world, how will the world be blessed. Salvation may be ‘of the Jews’ but 

it is not just ‘for the Jews’.    So the tension is real. Great prophets like 

Moses, Elijah and Jeremiah, priests like Ezra, Kings like Josiah, see the 



importance of the religious and tribal purity of their cause. Mingling 

means, all too often, diluting the Faith to homeopathic proportions, 

compromising the truth, ecumenising to the lowest common denominator 

and trailing down the short road to apostasy.                                                    

On the ‘other wing’, as it were, sits Ruth, Jonah, Isaiah, parts of 

Zechariah, parts of Genesis, some Psalms etc. showing an openness to the 

gentile world. Are these apparently irreconcilable strains in conflict? 

Absolutely not. They are both essential and essentially complementary. 

The ‘exclusivists’ ensure no drift into paganism and that the Faith to 

which the Gentiles are to be invited is the real thing. The ‘inclusivists’ 

understand that the Church, the called, the chosen, does not exist for its 

own  sake but to bring men home to God and be a blessing to the world. 

We need each other as constant encouragement and corrective because 

exclusivity can quickly degenerate into heartless puritanism while 

inclusivity can rapidly decay into a careless moral chaos and a fatal 

misrepresentation of God. 

Isaiah sees the glory of the fulfilment of the original promise to Abraham 

in the great passage we have just read. It is echoed in a beautiful verse 

from the prophet Zechariah (8v23) in the Messianic vision which sees:                                                                

‘In those days, ten men of every nation and language will take a Jew by 

the sleeve and say, ‘We want to go with you (to Jerusalem) because we 

have learnt that God is with you.’ 

Spiritual Exercise: 

How can we square the circle? A Church that welcomes all sinners but 

does not condone sin? How can we lead men to Christ? 
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