
 

             

 

 

 

Advent meditation 14 by Father Robbie Low 

 

ADVENT XIV 

ELIJAH II 

 

In the depths of his depression at the continuing apparent triumphs of 

paganism in the kingdom of  Israel, Elijah tells God that he is the only 

one left. The other prophets have been murdered, the court is in the hands 

of an evil monarch, the religious authorities are collaborators. Elijah asks 

permission to die. He has had enough of failure, exile, flight and defeat 

being snatched from the jaws of victory. God reminds him that he is not 

alone. For a start Obadiah, the master of the palace is a secret supporter 

and has saved the lives of many by secretly shielding them from the 

persecuting king. God tells Elijah that there are, in fact, seven thousand in 

Israel who have not bowed the knee before the pagan gods.  This is 

fascinating because, as consolations go, this is a truly pitiful number out 

of the whole nation. But we know that God delights in taking small 

numbers of faithful to defeat huge armies of the enemy (see Gideon’s 

three hundred  to defeat the huge army of Midian or just twelve apostles 

to take on the world)   What we can observe is that not much changes in 

human nature. Most people prefer to ‘keep their heads down’, ‘go with 

the flow’, ‘acquiesce in the face of power’.                                                                                                              

A few will secretly support the truth and covertly support the front line 

troops.  Even fewer will be brave enough to stand publicly and do battle 

with the secular incarnations of the demonic. It’s a risky business – it 



means ostracisation, social exile, public humiliation, personal danger, 

imprisonment and, for some, death. 

As our society moves more and more into full pagan mode and 

consequent intolerance of God and his servants we have to look in the 

mirror and ask the questions: 

Spiritual exercise: Where do I collaborate with the anti- Christian values 

of society and government? Where do I assist the brave who speak for 

God?  Where do I stand up for God in the public domain by speaking 

out? 
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