
 

             

 

 

 

Advent meditation 13 by Father Robbie Low 

 

ADVENT XIII 

ELIJAH I 

 

When the Jews meet for Passover in their homes they put out a spare 

chair.        It is a chair for Elijah. It is a sign of hope. The Holy Scripture 

tells us that the return of Elijah will precede the coming of the Messiah. 

So our ‘elder brothers’ wait for that which we believe has already come 

and, at the end of time, will come again.                                                                                                           

In Christian understanding Elijah also looms large if we are to understand 

the Gospel story. This great figure emerges onto the stage of salvation 

history in the 9th century before Jesus. He is pitted against the materially 

successful monarchy of Ahab and his pagan queen Jezebel. He is the one 

who calls the nation back to the worship of the one true God. (His name 

means – ‘God alone  is God’). He does this against a background of 

apparently triumphant paganism, national  apostasy and ubiquitous 

persecution of the faithful including state sponsored murder and rampant 

child sacrifice. Elijah wrote no books, spent much of his life and ministry 

in exile or on the run.        His life is peppered with miracles, shot through 

with depression, enlightened by divine revelation and ended by not death 

but a glorious assumption.  When Jesus is transfigured, the representative 

of the prophets is Elijah.  

In the wake of the great victory over the prophets of Baal on Mount 

Carmel, he has to flee for his life and, from the depths spiritually, and 

from the desert of the wilderness physically, he asks God for death. He 



has had enough. He tells God he is the only one left.  But God has not 

finished with Elijah. Two things remain. He must return to the source of 

the great revelation and encounter the power of God and ‘the still small 

voice’ and then he must go and anoint the future - his successor prophet, 

Elisha and the next king of Israel, Jehu. 

Spiritual exercise: In a time of apparent pagan triumph, how can we 

anoint the future and prepare and ensure the succession in our families 

and communities? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fowey Retreat 2021 


