
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
6th Sunday of Easter - Year B 
 
Favouritism   
Readings: Acts 25-26, 34-35, 44-48, Ps 97, 1 John 4: 7-10, John 15: 19-17 
 
 
 
 
A few years back now my old head of Youth Club sent me a birthday 

present of an unusual T-shirt.  Emblazoned on the front was the legend - 

‘JESUS LOVES YOU’. A work of instant evangelism, you cry.                            

However, underneath in slightly smaller letters but picked out quite 

clearly read the qualification - ‘But I’m His Favourite’.                                                                                                                                      

I need hardly add that, for reasons of my natural modesty and deep 

pastoral sensitivity, there have not been a large number of occasions, 

over the years, when I have felt able to wear it.  It remains in the 

wardrobe as our little secret.          

 

I mention this because, in today’s passage from the Acts of the Apostles, 

Peter makes the astonishing discovery that God has no favourites. It 

comes in the wake of the vision at Joppa (Jaffa) where God abrogated the 

dietary laws and prepared Peter for the reception of Gentile believers.             

The question of favourites is always vexed and often divisive and 

misleading. Several times in my life I have been asked which of my own 

children is my favourite? It is a question that I would not answer if I could 

and, mercifully, could not answer it anyway. They are so different and 



with such varied gifts and ways of relating that the whole question is an 

absurdity.   If you were to ask me whether I liked Mozart or Wagner 

better, Caravaggio or Vermeer, a simple Mass in a whitewashed highway 

shrine or a solemn high mass in the Basilica, the answer would always be 

‘BOTH AND’. Choice in love is almost invariably invidious. 

 

Peter’s problem is that, as an Israelite, he has been brought up to believe 

that he is one of God’s Chosen People. So far, so good. He is not wrong in 

that. The problem comes from assuming the next step – that it makes 

him a favourite. He, along with many others, has seen their exclusivity as 

a recognition of their ‘favoured son’ status. The truth is, of course, that 

they are inheritors of the promise to Abraham, predicated on his faith. 

The Chosen People are Chosen not because they are the best but 

because they are called to a sacred task – that is, by their faithfulness to 

the One True God, to lead all the nations to worship Him and, as a nation 

of priests, lead all men to the altar of reconciliation and repentance and 

reunion with the Father. 

 

St.Paul recognises this. His fanatical attachment to the holiness 

movement of Phariseeism is broken by the revelation of grace. God 

chooses an earthen ware pot to put His treasure in so that everyone can 

see that the glory must be from God and not this humble everyday 

vessel.   In his great declaration in 2 Corinthians Ch 6, Paul goes even 

further. He outlines the world’s perspective on us when he writes,                                                                                                                            

‘We are the impostors who speak the truth.’                                                                                                           

Not here of our own merits, often just the reverse, but because God, in 

His mercy, has called us.                                                                                                                           

‘The unknown men whom all men know.’                                                                                                                



Not celebrities but speaking in a way that resonates in the heart of all 

created in God’s image.  ‘Dying and behold we live’ – our mortal wrapped 

up in God’s immortality, the eternal Gospel.  ‘Poor yet having everything’ 

– we are the heirs of Heaven.  

 

We are called, like Paul and Peter, to do a job. We are chosen – not for 

our own merits but to demonstrate God’s amazing power to do a lot with 

not very much!  When Peter gets it………the Church begins to grasp its 

universal mission.                                                       

 

God has no favourites – just children that He loves and longs to reconcile 

and bring home.  What IS special about us is that, inadequate as we know 

ourselves to be, God has chosen us to be part of that wonderful taskforce 

of salvation – the impostors who speak the truth. 
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