
A review of Mama Mia and the Pizza Pie Party by Elizabeth Crane, 
Primary School Teacher.  First published in the Portal Magazine in 
April 2021. 
 

This Italian story has a strong underpinning theme of hope and community. It is about a 
much loved character called Mama Mia who once ran the thriving ‘Café Festivo’ but sadly 
had to give it up to care for her ill husband. The town where this story is set has a loving and 
caring community and throughout the story there is a constant melody of the Catholic Faith. 
 
The target audience for this book would be Upper Key Stage 2 (Ages 9-11). This is due to the 
Italian vocabulary and culture within the story, some challenging vocabulary, the Literacy 
effects used but also that there are still vibrant and intriguing illustrations which Primary 
aged children enjoy.  
 
This text could easily be used in the classroom to cover a wide range of skills. Firstly, the 
Italian culture and vocabulary would lend itself to a more mature group of children, who 
could then research the country and ethos in more detail. The glossary and recipe at the end 
of the story would also complement this. This could lead to many curriculum links such as 
Geography, History, Modern Foreign Languages, Art and Design Technology. 
 
The story also uses some advanced vocabulary and Literacy skills. This in itself is great for 
challenging children to define words and to deepen their understanding of language. There 
are some brilliant examples of similes and alliteration for children to discover and could be a 
brilliant basis for an English lesson. Throughout the story there are moments for the reader 
to use inference skills, such as, why is Nonna wearing all black. This question is never actually 
answered but can lead to many different possibilities for the reader to consider. These skills 
are vital for children to learn when reading and can sometimes be lacking. 
 
A fundamental part of this book is that it allows the reader to be immersed in real life issues. 
Children need to be introduced to such issues which are raised in this story without them 
being too obvious. The way the matter of having to give up doing what you love or losing a 
job and also a member of the family becoming ill, is revealed so seamlessly it allows the 
children to understand the issue without it becoming too serious.  This book has been written 
and published in a time of uncertainty and distress, therefore the underpinning theme of 
hope shines through and would make anyone feel uplifted.  
 
In this season of Lent, Pope Francis has declared that this is a time for “renewing faith, hope 
and love.” This story really supports this declaration and would inspire many to focus on 
these essential areas. 
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