
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed (All Souls) 
 
Pray for my soul at the altar of God 
Readings:  Isaiah 25: 6-9, Ps 26, Romans 5: 5-11, Mark 5: 33-39; 16: 1-6 
 
 
 
Christianity is not primarily a religion of laws. It is a religion of relationship.   

 

It hinges on Man’s relationship with God and centres on the place where that is 

fully realised and revealed in Jesus Christ. Without the coming of the Son of 

God, the Second Person of the Trinity, Man remains mortal, doomed to die. 

 

Without the incarnation of the Eternal Word Man has no hope of 

transfiguration into eternity or life in the Presence. 

  

As human beings we are told, by Holy Writ, that we are made in the image of 

God and therefore capable both of relationship with one another and with Him. 

Just as the ultimate relationship of love exists and subsists in the Holy Trinity of 

God. So we are made for relationship. 

  

As human beings we know that that relating begins in our creation, the 

expectation of the revelation of new life from the womb. We are excited and 

inspired by a love for the one we cannot yet see but already cherish. We know 

also that, at the other end of this part of the journey, our mortality, we do not 

stop loving. The bereaved do not walk away from the grave without a backward 



glance, never again to shed a tear or think with affection of the beloved. 

Relationship in love is not a tap that can be turned off any more than there is a 

magic wand that can turn it on. Relationship in love is real, profound, organic 

and of divine origin. It does not end. 

 

The Catholic Church understands this because it is part of the reality of the 

divine encounter in Christ. It is why we continue to pray for those who have 

died and gone before us on the next stage of the preparation for Heaven in the 

purification or Purgatory. We are not ‘changing God’s mind’ but rather 

accompanying them in love – as we did on earth. Anything else would be 

unnatural. Anything else would be a denial of the truth. Anything else would be 

a rejection of the sacred image of God in Man in Christ and the relationship of 

love that binds us to one another and to Him. 

 

The popular culture is encouraging us to celebrate 500 years of the 

Reformation. Before we get on the bandwagon of rehabilitating ‘Misguided 

Martin’ and his errors, let us remember that this, among other tragedies, has 

meant 500 years of the denial of love for the souls of the departed and a ban on 

the natural response of prayer from the human heart. Protestantism is wrong 

. 

The Feast of All Souls is a celebration and summation of what we proclaim at 

every Mass – that we are part of the living Body of Christ and that love and the 

power of prayer is unbroken by the physical transformation of death.  

 

As St. Monica put it so eloquently to her son, Augustine: 

‘I do not mind where you lay my body but I want you to pray for my soul 

regularly at the altar of God.’ 

 



Can we do any less for those we love – or the numberless who have die with 

no-one to pray for them? 
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