
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 
 
Pull down this temple and in three days I will raise it up  
Readings:   Malachi 3: 19, Ps 97, 2 Thessalonians 3: 7-12, Luke 21: 5-19 
 
 
 
Any pilgrim to the teeming, bustling heart of the Holy City will, sooner or later, 

find himself beneath the remnant of the Western or Wailing Wall of the 

Herodian Temple. That wall, where devout Jews come to pray and pledge 

themselves to the God of Israel, is all that remains of the great first century 

building project which is described in today’s Gospel and which was swept away 

by the armies of the future emperor, Titus, in 70 A.D. in the crushing of the 

Jewish Revolt. The wall itself was not part of the Temple but part of a retaining 

wall of Temple Mount. Jesus was correct in predicting that not one stone of the 

Temple itself would stand on another at the cataclysm. But that whole edifice 

was a wonder of the ancient world. 

 

Those who have had the privilege of worshipping in the Capella Palatina in 

Palermo will know the precise, restrained and elegant proportions of Solomon’s 

Temple. Herod’s, by contrast, was immense. He developed a plaza the size of six 

football fields and boxed in Mount Moriah with massive retaining walls the 

logistics of whose construction are still not fully understood. Six yards thick they 

were comprised of stones weighing two to four hundred tons, no mortar, 

perfect joins and with an inch recess on each course to give perspective. Huge. 

Jerusalem was ringed by the equivalent of 20-storey buildings.  Before work 



began Herod had spent eight years stockpiling materials and employed 10,000 

men and 1,500 priests. In the time of Jesus it was still unfinished. 

 

I begin with this factual detour because we can then begin to see the profound 

shock which necessarily greeted Jesus’ comment on the central certainty of the 

Jewish state and the reference point of her faith and culture. His claim that not 

one stone would be left standing must have seemed baffling – bizarre or barmy. 

His claim, in another account, that the true Temple, the Holy of Holies, the 

dwelling place of God, would be raised up again in three days would confirm 

the diagnosis of temporary insanity. 

 

As we now know Jesus was correct in every particular. The ruin of the Temple 

was complete and the buildings of an alien religion dominate the ancient site.  

The true place of ‘God with us’ was put to death on the Cross and raised up on 

the Third Day. 

 

The readings from the Old Testament and the Gospel alert us to the season of 

apocalyptic and the earthly trials that will come before the final triumph of 

Christ the King. We must come to understand that in placing his hope in human 

institutions, whether political or religious, man is deceiving himself. 

 

Today, on pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Jew and Christian alike will approach the 

Western Wall to pray. We will do so remembering the past and committing 

ourselves to the future under the sovereignty of God. We will slip our paper 

petitions in the minute crevices between the stones. 

 

What we need to understand as Christians is that, for all the immediate 

disaster, upheaval, exile, flight and persecution that followed the destruction of 

the Holy City by the pagan forces of the Roman Empire something quite 



remarkable and incredible happened. The Christian communities burgeoned 

and expanded. The Gospel message spread to the four corners of the known 

world. Within three centuries Rome, the capital of the great pagan empire, had 

been captured for Christ. Rome that had ravaged the Temple of God began 

building the great basilicas of the Faith. 

 

But the Faith triumphed, not because of great military might or philosophical 

smartness or architectural superiority but because it held within it the ultimate 

secret. You can persecute the people. You can pull down their churches. What 

you cannot do is remove the central truth that God is with us wherever we are 

faithful. The true Temple is the Body of Christ and He is truly present in His 

Church and most especially in the mystery of the Mass. That may be in St. 

Peter’s Rome or one of the great basilicas. But it is just as true in the bog 

masses of ancient Ireland, on the temporary altar on the back of a lorry at an 

African mission or in the wilds of trans-Tamarian Truro. 

 

The mission of the Gospel goes on until Christ calls the end of time.                  

The political shufflings of our time, however tumultuous, do not change that.                         

The only trump that concerns Christians is the Last Trump. Whether the Temple 

of Western civilisation stands or falls will depend on whether it continues to 

reject God or turns and returns to Christ. 

 

Our task is unchanging – to be faithful and to bring our people home to Jesus. 
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