
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
4th Sunday of Lent  Year B 
 
God so loved the world   
Readings: Chronicles 36: 14-16, 19-23; Ps 136, Ephesians 2: 4-10, John 3: 
14-21 
 
 
To simplify truth to the extent that it can be captured in a sentence is a 

work of art or, to be more precise, the work of a great mind. It becomes a 

quintessence in which, like a flawless diamond, light reveals and 

illuminates every facet and complexity with a shadowless perfection. 

When Jesus reduced the whole of the Law and the Prophets to the 

formula: ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all heart and with all your 

soul, with all your mind and with all your strength and your neighbour as 

yourself.’ 

 

People of faith were given one such gem. St. Augustine later edited this 

to ‘Love God and do what you like.’ He adds, for clarity, ‘for the soul 

trained in love to God will do nothing to offend the One that is beloved’. 

But the original seven words stand the test alone. 

 

So, in today’s Gospel, Jesus gives us another summation, another jewel 

that not only summarises the entire Gospel but defends it against a 

legion of heretics, chisellers and theological fraudsters who will, down 

the centuries, try to put a different spin on the revelation of divine truth. 



That summary is given to the night visitor, Nicodemus, the fascinated 

Pharisee who will end up defending and then burying Jesus. 

 

Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born again by water and the Spirit. 

He tells him that, ‘God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.’ 

 

If we know this verse, we know the Gospel essentially. 

 

But more….we know what it is not. 

 

Let me take you through it step by step. 

 

The singular of God attests that this is a monotheistic religion. There is no 

room for the polytheistic pageant of paganism with its wretched godlets 

appearing as the worst projections of human sinfulness. We know also 

that this one God is not only Father but Son and Holy Spirit as outlined in 

Jesus conversation with Nicodemus. There is a unity in trinity first 

exposed and revealed in the opening verses of the book of the Genesis. 

 

So loved the world 

We are with a God capable of relationship – not simply an arbitrary, 

albeit supreme, power. So the myths of paganism are routed. But we also 

dispose of the heresies of dualism. This is a series of beliefs, constantly 

reappearing in a new and beguiling frock, that the spiritual is good and 

the material bad. The reason that I am such a lousy sinner is that my 

lovely soul is trapped in a dirty body that makes me do naughty things. 



The aim of religion is to escape this trap. It is, you will note, the opposite 

of the claim that God made the world and it was very good. And the 

antithesis of the Resurrection of the Body. I am me. I cannot be someone 

else. God loves and saves the entire person. 

 

God so loved the world. He made it. He made us in His own image. 

His primary response is that of love – just how great a love will be 

revealed on Calvary. 

 

‘that He gave’… 

Salvation is not negotiation but gift. We do not purchase it by our worth 

or our works. We do not ascend to it by our own efforts up a ladder of 

Gnostic aeons or squares on a Masonic chessboard. 

 

‘His only begotten Son’…. 

There is no other. There is no alternative. There is no series of 

incarnations. Begotten is not made. Begotten is not adopted. Begotten is 

not secondary. The Son is of the same substance as the Father – the word 

consubstantial that appears in our Creed affirms this (and coincidentally 

saves the creed having an extra paragraph of explanation). God from 

God. That is who Jesus is. He is not ‘a good man’, ‘a prophet’, ‘a 

revolutionary rabbi’. He is Lord or He is a liar. 

 

‘That whosoever’…. 

The Faith is not a club. It is not for the elite. It is there for all people of all 

times and places. It is universal in outreach. It knows no boundaries to its 

mission of love and reconciliation. Whosoever……. 



‘believes’….This is not for the clever, the knowers, the Gnostics. It is not 

something to be worked out. It is a mystery but at its core it invites a 

relationship of absolute trust and love. Belief is not a factual certainty of 

the intellect but a powerful knowledge of the heart. It is the result of the 

experience of knowing ourselves loved and wanted by the One who 

made us. By it our true selves are uncovered, the yearning for the 

homeland kindled and our forgotten destiny revealed. 

 

‘in Him’…..There is no other name in Heaven or Earth by which we may 

be saved. He is the Way, the Truth, the Life. We water that truth down at 

our own peril and the peril of the people we consequently lie to. 

 

‘should not perish’……In Christ and His death and Resurrection we avoid 

the destiny of doom of fallen man. Made for eternity but bound by sin to 

the dust of death, we are restored, not just to Eden but, eventually, to 

the Eternal Presence of the Father – our mortality transformed into 

immortality by the Incarnate Lord. ……Eternal Life.  

 

John 3v16 is one small verse but it contains the entire Gospel and the key 

to the mystery at the heart of all that is. 
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