
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
9th Sunday Year C 
 
I have not found faith like this in all Israel 
Readings:  1 Kings 8: 41-43, Psalm 117, Galations 1: 2, 6-10, Luke 7: 1-10 
 
 

One of the great things about being Catholic is that we are feasted daily on 

the Word of God. This truth is in distinct contrast to what Catholics usually 

tell themselves (or, embarrassedly, anyone who will listen). 

 

All too often we are quick to tell Protestant friends that ‘we don’t really do 

the Bible’. The truth is that, if we go to Mass we do considerably more of 

the Bible than they do. The Mass itself is, after all, scripture, scripture, 

scripture. The whole of Catholic worship is infused with the Word of God 

and bathed in His self revelation in Christ. 

 

Just occasionally we are reminded of this with a real jolt when a passage of 

Scripture brings us undeniably face to face with this remarkable fact. 

 

Last week we were given the passage on Melchisedek, priest of the most 

high God, who prefigures Christ, prophecies, in his offering, the Holy Mass 

and appears in the Mass every time the Roman Canon is used as the 

Eucharistic prayer. 

 



Today we are brought to the Gospel story of the Centurion and his 

remarkable encounter with Jesus. And, with a start, we are reminded that 

the words he said to Jesus two thousand years ago are given to us to say to 

Jesus as He is presented to us in the most holy sacrament of the altar. 

 

‘Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof but only say 

the word and your servant will be healed.’ 

 

We kneel and acknowledge the power, presence and authority of Christ 

just as the Centurion did. 

 

But while we make this prayer, let us take on the full import of what we 

are saying. For it is to this prayer that Christ replies, with delight and 

astonishment, ‘I have not found faith like this in all Israel’. 

 

What has delighted Jesus is that the Centurion has ‘got’ it. 

 

First of all he knows he is unworthy. Second he is touched that believers 

have interceded for him with Jesus. Third, he understands authority. 

 

As a centurion, a commander of an hundred men, he has only to give an 

order and it is obeyed. He doesn’t need to go there himself. Therefore, he 

reasons rightly, Jesus being who He is, He has complete authority in 

heaven and on earth. Whatever He commands will be done, whether it is 

right in front of Him, at the other end of town or at the other side of the 

planet. God’s authority is not localised or limited. 

 



Putting the words of the centurion into our mouths at every Mass should 

remind us that we too believe in the total command and authority of the 

same Christ Jesus, Word made flesh, second person of the Trinity, God of 

God, Light of Light. 

 

Once, like the centurion, we understand and accept our unworthiness and 

Christ’s omnipotence, all things become possible and we need fear 

nothing. That is the heart of the Faith that fuels the mission of the Church, 

inspires the martyrs and leads us heavenward. 

 

So, by repetition and accepting it as our own prayer, we should deepen 

our Faith and strengthen our witness. 

 

But there is something else. In recognising the absolute authority of Jesus, 

the Centurion proclaims his own complete trust in Jesus.  This adds 

another dimension. The Centurion knows that Jesus will fulfil His promise 

and proceeds accordingly. We need to do the same. 

 

It is not always easy but it is a spiritual discipline we must learn. Trust Jesus 

absolutely and act accordingly. 

 

I will give you two brief, very different but compelling examples of similar 

acts of Faith in the authority of God. 

 

You will recall when Moses encounters the Divine Presence in the Bush of 

Fire. The voice of God calls him to go back to Egypt to confront the 

Pharaoh, who has sentenced him to death, and demand the release of the 



Hebrew slaves. Moses is alarmed for obvious reasons and seeks a promise 

from God to reassure him. 

 

The promise God gives is a strange one. When you have done what I 

asked, God tells Moses, I will meet you back here at this holy mountain. 

 

In short, Moses has to, in human terms, risk his life on the Word of God. 

That is Faith. God honours His promise and Moses’ faith. 

 

The second example is the Wedding at Cana. We rarely consider those 

poor servants whom Mary instructs to, ‘Do whatever He (Jesus) tells you’ 

Put yourself in their position for a moment. A desperate host  is about to 

be utterly humiliated by the failure of his hospitality and this untested 

preacher tells you to fill 150 gallons of water and offer him that instead of 

the wine he desperately needs. A good beating is surely the least such a 

stupid servant could expect. BUT……they do it. They act in obedience on 

the authority of the Word of God. That is Faith. God honours His promise 

and the servants’ faith. 

 

God always honours His Word. We must never fear to trust it. As faithful 

servants carrying out His Word, so the miracle will be performed and God’s 

will be done. Faith is believing that God is telling the truth. 

 

Too often in our Christian lives we fear to trust the Author of all whose 

authority is paramount. For that reason the Church, in her wisdom, gives 

us the prayer of the Centurion as we kneel before the Presence of Christ in 

the Mass. There we can pledge ourselves anew to the Faith that Christ 

commends so highly in the Centurion, the Faith that does what God asks 



us, says what God tells us to say and goes where God sends us knowing 

that all things are in His hands and all of human history is under His final 

judgement, authority and command. We are, as Paul reminds Timothy, to 

be good soldiers of Christ – fearless in the battle for souls and resolute in 

establishing the Kingdom of God’s mercy, justice and love.  

 

‘He who calls you is faithful. Trust him. He will do it.’  (I Thess 5v24).                                                   
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