
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
 
The king gave a feast for his son’s wedding 
Readings: Isaiah 25: 6-10a, Ps 23, Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20, Matthew 22: 
1-14 
 
 
 
Forty years ago when I began ministerial training, I was sent to a little group 

of rural villages on the Cumbrian- Scots border presided over by a delightful 

old Canon, John Davidson, God rest his soul. 

 

As we prepared for my first preachment, John announced gloomily that 

there was ‘a wedding on Saturday’. ‘How exciting’, I chirruped 

enthusiastically. ‘Why are you so grumpy?’ ‘I prefer a funeral to a wedding’, 

John replied. I could not begin to imagine why so I asked him. ‘Simple, dear 

boy, with a funeral you know the result.’ 

 

Well I have seen a lot of both in the intervening years and I still enjoy a good 

wedding though I have developed what I call the ‘Fr. Robbie formula’ that I 

offer as simple advice to those preparing. My experience is that people 

spend vast time and monies on the wedding and little time or thought on 

the marriage so that (and here’s the formula), ‘Marriages last in inverse 

proportion to the amount of money spent on the wedding.’ 

 



In an age when courtship is made redundant by the demands of 

gratification and transient feelings triumph over commitment and 

governments legislate for the biological absurdity of ‘same sex marriage’, 

we as Christians need to defend and promote this great sacramental gift 

more than ever, regardless of our own successes or failures. 

 

Marriage is used, throughout Holy Scripture, as an image of God’s 

relationship with His people. It is an image of profound intimacy, unfailing 

love, unbreakable commitment and the cherishing of the other no matter 

what. We know, in all this, that God never fails us though we frequently fail 

Him.  Human marriage is but a reflection of that commitment and unfailing 

love of God. As we marry we ask God to bless, enable and sustain that 

sacramental covenant by His Presence. 

 

St. Paul, in Ephesians Chapter 5, reminds us that we, the Church, are the 

Bride of Christ, loving, obedient, committed and fruitful. Christ Himself 

makes the point most powerfully by making His first miracle at the Wedding 

in Cana of Galilee. This is not accidental. 

 

So when Jesus tells us, in today’s Gospel, that ‘The King gave a feast for His 

Son’s wedding’, we are in no doubt to whom this parable refers. Jesus 

Himself is the wedding of Heaven and Earth, of God and Man and we are all 

invited to the banquet which unites Him to His bride, the Church. 

 

Anyone who has had to do with the organising of a wedding will 

sympathise. In an age where the honeymoon usually precedes the wedding 

by several years, the preparations are now so elaborate that brides and 

their mothers are often driven to the point of nervous exhaustion by the 



forensic detail of ‘ THE DAY’, rather than the spiritual preparation for ‘THE 

LIFE’. 

 

Lists are calculated and recalculated. Who is in, who is out. How can we 

cram the 250 people we’d like into the 120 we can afford, seat, house? 

If only those people would refuse (and quickly) we could fit in this other 

family without embarrassment. 

 

Mercifully God has an endless kitchen and a bountiful catering department. 

There is no shortage of room and we are invited by this most generous 

Host. We are invited to celebrate His Son’s wedding, the very event that 

gives us hope of eternity. 

 

But Jesus tells us of the most extraordinary response. 

 

The invited do not come. Some are too busy with their work. The man who 

is too busy earning a living is often too busy to make a life. In the Lucan 

version of this parable, the reasons are much clearer. One man is more 

interested in his property, another is off to road test his new tractor (oxen) 

and the third has just got married so much too busy. 

 

The rejection of the King’s invitation, and in this version some of the 

refusers even mistreat and kill the servants who have called them, shows a 

much graver response than simple discourtesy. This shows an absolute 

rejection of the authority of God. It is a knowing and vicious dissent from 

the One who is our origin and should be our end. 

 



There are those who have said they will come but never turned up because 

the things of this world detained them from the eternal banquet. There are 

those who defiantly reject the love of God shown forth in His Beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ. Their transient city will be destroyed. Others will take their 

place at the Feast. 

 

We are among those who have been invited. We should have no excuse for 

absenting ourselves from this glorious celebration of God’s love. We should 

come, washed by the tears of penitence, anointed with the balm of 

reconciliation and robed in the corporal and spiritual works of mercy we 

have done by God’s grace. And, like good servants, we should go out from 

this place to remind all the invited to respond with joy to the invitation of 

the King as He sends us out into the highways and byways of our town.  

 

Ite Missa est. 

 

Come to the Wedding of Heaven and Earth.  Come to the Feast that is 

forever.  Come to the celebration of God’s mercy and love for you in Christ 

Jesus Our Lord. 

 

 

©2014 Fowey Retreat 


