
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
 
Think about these things 
Readings: Isaiah 5: 1-7, Ps 80. Philippians 4: 6-9, Matthew 21: 33-43 
 
 
‘Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.’ 
 
It may seem, as an exhortation, somewhat anodyne, even unrealistic in the 

midst of our gritty culture of critical realism. But I draw your attention to it 

because its advice is so important. 

 

Let me go back a little way…..  When I was a small boy very few houses had 

a television. We were allowed to go up the road occasionally to the big 

house and watch Andy Pandy and, later on, the Lone Ranger. No-one had 

any idea that, in the course of a lifetime, or in fact effectively within twenty 

years, the idiot box would be installed in the corner of every sitting room 

churning out its own version of reality, worshipped for hours on end and 

deferred to as the real seat of power by everyone from the Royal Family to 

the Royle Family.  

 

The influence of the ‘MEEJA’ on national and international life is now 

sovereign. The most important people are not the leaders of the 

community, the doers, the grafters, the people that make things happen. 



The most important people are now the critical do-nothingers, the self-

appointed ‘Commentariat’ who tell us what and how we should think. 

The Dimblebys, Humphreys, Neils and Paxmans are the higher end 

gatekeepers and arbiters of what is acceptable to the new culture.  

 

At the lower end the so-called comedy shows regularly give half hour 

ranting space to the cheerleaders of the new liberal secular establishment 

whose hostility to decency or virtue and any contrary opinion is visceral. 

 

The ubiquitous ‘Woman’s Hour’ virtually requires a declaration of faith from 

its contributors. ‘As a feminist’, they will usually slip in somewhere. This is 

not a nod in the direction of women’s rights but an acknowledgement of 

assent to the materialist doctrine behind the philosophy itself. 

 

Soap operas display a way of life that is consistently warped and amoral. 

It is difficult to find characters with redeeming features in any of them. 

When Eastenders first came out I was working in the East End and the 

genuine East Enders were appalled. They rightly spotted a bit of middle 

class social engineering at work.  

 

You would be hard put to find a decent man in any of them and anyone 

religious is either mad, corrupt, outrageously hypocritical or all three. 

 

Even gentle soaps, like Friends, posit a world in which casual intimacy is 

cheerily inconsequential. The youth programmes, like MTV, have an 

extraordinary grip on their audience. A journalist friend of mine once asked 

an MTV executive if he wasn’t concerned about how much influence he 

had. ‘We don’t influence our audience’, he replied curtly, ‘we control them’. 



 

The religious programmes are regularly doled out to the bland, the 

unconvinced and the half believing, the new collaborators. As my dear late 

friend Rachel John, the historian of the Cornish Saints, remarked to me 

shortly before she died, ‘The media think they are the Church now.  They 

tell people how to behave.’ 

 

The pretence that the media simply holds up a mirror to society is just that 

– a pretence. It is the major force for change in our lifetime and it instructs 

people in what is acceptable. Lobby groups do not head for Parliament but 

for Broadcasting House. Because human beings have a default to 

conformity, there is an inbuilt tendency to want to go with the majority. If 

we find ourselves on the minority side a little warning light goes on in our 

heads. So the persuasive power of media is massive. ‘Everyone else is 

doing/ thinking/feeling this. What’s wrong with you?’ 

 

If we keep accepting the portrayal of the abnormal, the perverse, the 

wicked, the destructive as normal, indeed laudable then, sooner or later, it 

becomes so in the public mind. Goodness and virtue come to seem 

unreasonable and indeed unspeakably hostile positions. What the 

confecters of the new apostasy are doing is ruthlessly applying the old 

principle of  ‘MONKEY SEE……MONKEY DO’. ‘This is how normal people 

behave. You are just odd.’ 

 

That is why St. Paul’s words are so important. Followers of Christ are not to 

be naive in their dealings with the world but our minds need to be fed 

rather by the vision of truth and beauty and wholeness and honour and 

purity and love. Only from this standpoint can we begin to see the truth. 



Only fed by the living streams of virtuous and faithful contemplation of the 

divine reality can we begin to minister to a world debauched and degraded 

by a materialistic and orgiastic culture set now and far advanced on the 

road to judgement and ruin.  

 

We have to be prepared to be ridiculed for being deeply counter cultural. 

But our task, as servants of the Master, is no different than that of the 

generations in ancient times who walked into pagan cities and preached 

Christ. That means knowing our Faith. We need to be confident of our faith, 

prayerful, loving and thankful, as Paul exhorts us, and follow his example 

and the example of the saints. We have a world to win and we will only 

begin to do so if our minds (and hearts) are set, not in the slurry pit of a 

degraded culture but on the mountaintop of Transfiguration and the 

Calvary of the Sacrifice. 

 

Here’s a little exercise for the coming week. Analyse how much time you 

spend in the company of the false prophets of the media – TV, radio, 

papers, internet - and how much time you spend in the company of Jesus 

and the Saints of God in prayer and study, worship and action. 

 

When you have shocked yourself at the discrepancy make a big effort to do 

something about it and then check again at Advent. 
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